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Wrapping Up 
Adam & Grael Weaver 

 

We had been anxiously anticipating the long flight back home for 

months… but dreaded the teary eyed goodbyes that we knew had to 

come first.  

 

In early December 2016, Adam and I had been working at East Belfast 

Mission in Belfast, Northern Ireland for 16 months and had just made 

the decision to end our service term early and return back to Kalona. 

Our term was originally 24 months but we had been talking with our 

director about cutting it short for several months. While we were sad to 

have to say goodbye to so many amazing people that we had grown to 

know so well, we are so grateful to have the time there that we did. 

 

At EBM, we did a whole bunch of everything! This mission was 

BIG…. It involved 200 staff and over 200 volunteers...BIG. We were 

part of the Church and Community Outreach Department but there 

were also consignment shops, coffee shop, homeless hostel and pro-

gram, employment office, apartment rentals, bike shop, day care, the 

church and few more I know I am forgetting. We were absolutely 

astonished at how many programs and people were involved in the 

mission.  

(Cont. on page 2) 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Wrapping Up .................... 2 

What’s Happening ............ 3 

In Pursuit .......................... 4 

Be On the Alert ................ 5 

Congratulations ................ 6 

Library Notes.................... 6 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 These past two years 

could not have been 

possible without all 

of your support.  

 My plans cannot 

compare to His plans.   

 I thank and praise 

God for the mercy He 

and His Son have for 

us.  

Mustard Seed 

Belfast, Northern Ireland  



(Wrapping Up, cont. from page 1) 

 

The Church and Community Outreach department 

involved several different programs and activities 

each week that we helped with or led. This included 

lots of work with kids from infants to our big kids in 

their 80’s. All of our programs were open to the com-

munity and got kids out of streets, into a safe envi-

ronment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This department had been using long term volunteers 

from the United States for years, when the mission 

was in the basement of the old church and only had 

one or two programs. Back then, the volunteers were 

God sent. The programs grew so quickly but there 

still wasn’t a lot of money so the volunteers were 

needed. Over the years, the mission kept growing and 

they were able to hire more and more staff. What the 

Church and Community Outreach Department has 

recently learned is that when there is staff around the 

church congregation and community members tend to 

think they are not needed to volunteer or give their 

time to the projects. This also applied when they saw 

there was always an American volunteer around to 

pick up the 

slack.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam and I with our BVS director and the minister 

of the EBM Church, after many conversations, decid-

ed it was time to give the department a break from 

American volunteers and give the church and com-

munity a chance to develop the programs themselves. 

This was the original vision for the mission. It is 

great that they get to become what they always hoped 

to be.….. We of course, had another great excuse to 

come back early with our first little one on the way!  

 

 

 

We have appreciated all of your thoughts, prayers, 

cards and emails while we were serving and want to 

say a big thank you to the Kalona Mennonite Congre-

gation. These past two years could not have been pos-

sible without all of your support.  
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Adam & Grael in front of East Belfast Mission in 

Belfast, Northern Ireland  

The Neighbours in Need team that helped 

package over 800 Christmas food hampers 

to those in need. 

Overz Luncheon Club that feeds 

50+ individuals every week 

Reading books with toddler 

in Mum and Tots group  Learning to play the 

drums with Homework 

Club Children  



WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V & Carol Miller 

Oh my, how to write this column during “March Mad-
ness.”  Just way too much good basketball!  We have 
not given the Red-Winged Blackbird report yet this 
year.  Grant Egli called on February 19th to report the 
1st sighting, which makes it the earliest sighting in over 
10 years.  So we are not surprised at the early Spring.  
March came in like a Lion, so we are hoping it goes out 
like a Lamb!  That would be nice. 

The Goldfinches are adding some yellow to their plum-
age, and the “KMC Snowbirds” are returning from the 
South so these are also sure signs of Spring. 

Delores Leichty spent four weeks in Sarasota, Florida 
this winter.  It was the 27th year that she has gone to 
Florida and spent time with a lot of the friends that she 
and Mahlon had learned to know over the years.  We 
are glad you had a great time! 

OK, one more story about birds and then we will move 
on.  We took a trip to Kansas to visit family in late Feb-
ruary, however we first stopped in Grand Island, Ne-
braska to see the migration of the Sandhill Cranes.  
Luckily we got to watch some of the 80,000 that had 
already arrived.  Now one month later there should be 
500,000 of these cranes there in the Platte River Valley.  
This is truly one of the most spectacular animal migra-
tions in the world.  Yes, right there in Nebraska. Also 
check out the new postage stamp that commemorates 
Nebraska’s Statehood in 1867.  The stamp shows a 
flock of Sandhill Cranes over the Platte River. 

 Emma Beachy was given a 
piano project by her IMS pi-
ano teacher, Susan See.  The 
project was to play complete-
ly through all 658 songs in 
the Blue Church Hymnal.  
Yikes, that might take a cou-
ple days!  You would certain-
ly want Emma on your team 
if you were playing “Name 
That Tune”! 

The KMC Haiti work crew recently gave a program 
during Sunday School to report on their work projects 
at “Water for Life.”  However, there was one thing 
missed in their report.  It seems that one of the fellows 
wore two different shoes to church one of the Sundays.  
Maybe a new Haitian fad?  Who knows!   

Two of the fellows coming back from the Haitian trip 
were intercepted by their wives in the Atlanta airport.  
Diane Schrock and Carla Slaubaugh drove to Atlanta 

and took John and Doug to Florida with them for a 
week.  The gals probably wanted to warm-up as well!  
Sounded like a good time. 

Cole Roth recently gave his 
testimony and pilgrimage dur-
ing the opening of our Sunday 
morning worship service.  He 
was later baptized that same 
morning and both sets of 
grandparents were there and 
assisted with the baptism.  It 
was a very special time. 

 

A number of KMC 
women attended 
the Beth Moore 
Conference held in 
Cedar Rapids on 
March 16-18th.  
This conference 
was the real deal.  
It was not a simul-
cast.  It was Beth 
Moore in person! 

Cody Schillerstrom recently went with the Lone Tree 
Junior Class to Washington D.C. for their class trip.  
They took a bus over some snowy roads to Chicago, 
then took a plane to D.C.  Overnite the snow storm had 
caught up with them, so their four day stay was snowy 
and cold.  They did manage to have a good time seeing 
all the sights and did get to meet Iowa Senators Ernst 
and Grassley.  Cody, we’re glad to have you back in 
Iowa! 

 

 

 

 

 

Well that’s it for this time.  Oh my, my NCAA BB 
Bracket just got busted by the Wisconsin Badgers!   
Guess I’ll go out and shoot some hoops and get my legs 
in shape, because it will soon be mushroom season.  
See ya! 
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In Pursuit 
Dawn Wyse 

Sunday morning I was singing during worship time 

when I felt the Holy Spirit moving within my heart.  

He was telling me that I had work to do in my heart.  I 

felt overwhelmed and my eyes started to fill with tears.  

It surprised me.  Where had this come from?  I felt 

blindsided for a moment and then in a split second I 

knew exactly what I needed to do.   I told God that I 

surrendered.  I would trust Him to take care of me and 

the things around me.   I told Him that even if the 

things I feared most happened, I would trust Him to 

provide completely.  At that moment I was flooded 

with emotions to the point I didn’t know what to do.  

So I focused on God and worshipped Him.  I cannot 

express the relief, peace and joy I felt at that moment 

but I hope you all have opportunity to experience God 

in such an intimate way.   

The Christian life is a funny thing.  It’s not ever a fin-

ished thing.  It’s not a task you complete.  It is a rela-

tionship with God that will take you to amazing places 

you never imagined if you just allow God to take the 

lead.  It’s something that I fight all too often.  Howev-

er, I think it is important to evaluate from time to time 

whether or not we are making progress in our faith just 

to make sure we are on the right path.  I Timothy 4:15 

tells us that our progress should be evident to all.  Pro-

gress in our Christian life is part of what shows the 

world there is a difference between a Christian life and 

a non-Christian life.  This underlines for me something 

I told my kids whether they remember it or not.  Every 

decision we make will either take us a step closer to 

God or a step farther away and it would serve them 

well to remember that as we make each decision.   

However, we are not the ones that bring growth into 

our lives.  God does. I Corinthians 3:6-7 says,  “ I 

planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 

growth.  So neither he who plants nor he who waters is 

anything, but only God who gives the growth.”  We 

have a role in preparing the soil, but God gives the 

growth and we need to remember that because it keeps 

us humble and it takes the pressure off of us. 

Recently, my dad spent some time in the hospital.  It 

was an unsettling time for the family because Dad has 

pretty much always been healthy and the doctors were 

having some difficulty figuring out what was wrong.  

During this time God was very gracious to me.  One of 

the first days during my devotional time He gave me 

two verses to cling to.  One was Isaiah 65:24 “Before 

they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I 

will hear.”  The other was Philippians 4:19 “And my 

God will supply every need of yours according to His 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  Words cannot de-

scribe the comfort these promises of God have brought 

to me over the last few weeks.  Especially the verse 

about God already answering me and hearing me be-

fore I even speak what is going on inside of me.  God 

knows me so well!  It is mind-boggling.  This helped 

me to remember that God is already working on the 

best course of action so I don’t have to figure one out 

for myself.  I just need to lean into Him and listen in-

tently.  If I try to solve things myself bad things could 

happen. 

I am reminded of the song by Jeff Johnson “Ruin Me”. 

This song touches my heart deeply.  It reminds me that 

I need God to ruin my plans so that I can have the best 

that God has to offer me in this life He has given to 

me.  God is Holy and Almighty and not only knows a 

better plan for my life but He knows the absolute best 

plan for my life.  My plans cannot compare to His 

plans.  In fact, mine are quite pathetic to see when you 

place them beside God’s.   

This is why I consider the moment the Holy Spirit let 

me know I needed to surrender very precious.  God 

loves me enough to let me know and that love over-

whelmed me in a way that I won’t forget.  Nothing 

compares to God’s love. So I recommit myself to sur-

render more and more of myself to Him and to contin-

ue to go down the road of the Christian life God places 

before me.  May God be glorified with each step I 

take. I pray that both you and I embrace the awesome 

plans God has for our lives.  Let’s stand together and 

worship our amazing God!   

As always, in pursuit……..  
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I understand, Satan’s darkness is powerful, very pow-
erful. The only thing holding back complete destruc-
tion, and I mean complete destruction, is God! (I Co-
rinthians 10:13) The situation told me that good and 
evil is like this: 
 
A loving Master has a vicious dog. The dog fears the 
Master. The Master has no fear of the dog but only 
loves him.  The Master controls the dog with a leash. 
The dog is very vicious and cruel in utter darkness. 
The Master is loving and holy with light. The Master 
keeps the dog alive for a purpose. The dog can talk 
just like a human, it can deceive people walking by. 
Sometimes as people walk by, the dog scares them. 
But only enough to what the Master believes that per-
son can bear. The closer you get to the dog, the more 
scary it is. And can all attest to that, when you hear a 
dog barking in the distance compared to walking 
down the street and out of nowhere a dog comes run-
ning up and barks at you.  
 
God has Satan leashed. The closer you get to Satan 
with sin, the more you sin, the more Satan plants fear, 
deceit, and unholiness in you. The closer you stay to 
God, the more Satan fears you.  The more Satan fears 
you, the more he tries to get other evil to attack you. 
When man fell, God gave Satan dominion over the 
earth. God could have destroyed Satan; God could 
have never had a tree that had the knowledge of good 
and evil. Why did God do all of this? Very simply 
put, God did this to give us choice. We always have a 
choice. God loves us regardless of our choices, but 
the choice you make has a major impact. 
 
Just as Eve’s choice. Just as Adam’s choice. Eve 
could eat the fruit, but Adam didn’t have to. He chose 
to trust Eve in her choice. (Genesis 3:6-7) So it all 
boils down to two things, simply put, Trust and 
Choice. In everything, remember these two things: 
Trust and Choice. When someone tells you some-
thing, do you trust this info? Do you choose to believe 
it? Satan will work through anybody anytime. Satan 
could be in the church, at the grocery store, following 
in the car behind you. He can even be in you! Do you 
feel scared? That scare isn’t the fear of God; that 
scare is the fear from Satan. So right there is an exam-
ple: do you trust what you’ve been told is coming 
from God or Satan? Do you choose to believe what 

you’ve been told or do you choose to disregard it? In 
scripture Jesus spoke to many. There were people that 
trusted Him, there were others that didn’t. There were 
people that chose to believe Him and said this man is 
from God. There were people that chose to not be-
lieve Him and said this Man is from Satan. (Luke 
11:15-28) 
 
We are heading into very dicey times on this planet. 
When God sets Satan free, and there will be a time 
very soon for this, God will only be able to protect 
those that trust Him and choose to believe Him. If you 
believe we are in terrible times now, just wait until 
God lets Satan loose. What happens when God lets 
Satan loose” What happens when the loving Master 
lets go of the leash attached to the vicious, cruel dog? 
Yep, you guessed right. It seeks out its first and many 
prey to bite and destroy. (Revelation 9:2-4) 
 
Let’s end with this. I lived in darkness for 24 years, 
not because I wanted to, but because I needed to. God 
let Satan take me down. He commanded Satan that he 
could not kill me or harm the temple, (Job 1:12) but 
he could torture me any other way, and I experienced 
every self-torture that I feel is known to man. 
(Galatians 5:19-21)  
 
I thank and praise God for the mercy He and His Son 
have for us. (Ephesians 5:8) I personally do not wish 
upon anyone the darkness I experienced. In the name 
of Jesus I ask and pray for every soul on this planet to 
see and understand how powerful and loving God can 
be. May these words He speaks enter our hearts, for 
time is running out. (Mark 13:5-37)  Amen.   

Be on the Alert! 
Jesse Schlabach: This came to me recently, so I grabbed a pencil and 

wrote it down. 
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Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Birthday: 

Barbara Bender ~ April 3 

Quentin Miller ~ April 30 

 

Anniversary: 

Art & Fern Bachmann ~ April 7, 60 years 

Ronnie & Fannie Miller ~ April 15, 50 years 

Ed & Marge Hershberger ~ April 17, 57 years 

Library Notes 
 

Several weeks ago Karen Harvey presented ‘Walking Through Grief- Helping Others Deal with Loss’ to our congregation 
helping us to understand the complexities of grief. Our library has many books that she recommends for reading on this 
subject. Many are on the cart by the library door, others you may find on the shelf. A librarian staff member will be glad to 
help you find what you are looking for. 
 
A Grief Disguised     
A Journey Through Grief    by Alla Renee Bozarth, PhD 
Don’t Take My Grief Away   by Doug Manning 
Experiencing Grief     by H. Norman Wright 
Facing Death      by Billy Graham 
Good Grief     by Deborah Morris Coryell 
Helping People Through Grief     by Delores Kuenning 
How to Help a Grieving Friend     by Stephanie Grace Whitson 
How to Say Goodbye     by Joanne Smith 
Living Thoughtfully, Dying Well    by Glen E Miller 
The Empty Chair     by Susan J Zonnebelt, RN 
When Life is Changed Forever     by Rick Taylor 
 


